
Approved Minutes of IHRA Steering Committee 

Thursday, November 12, 1998

Meeting Room B


US Mission

11 Rte de Preqny

1292 Chambesy


Geneva


Attendees:


Australia John McLucas

Belgium (EC) Roberto Farravante

Canada Brian Jonah

France Jean-Pierre Médevielle


Dominic Cesari 
Germany (EEVC) Bernd Friedel 
Hungary Sándor Szabó 
Italy Claudio Lomonaco 
Japan Yoshiyuki Mizuno 

Kazuhiko Morishaki 
Netherlands Gerard Meekel 
Poland Wojciech Przybylski 
Sweden Anders Lie 
United Kingdom Peter O’Reilly 
United States Raymond Owings 

John Hinch 
Julie Abraham 

Agenda Items: 

• Review of May Meeting 
• Side Impact 
• Working Group Status Reports 
• OICA 
• IHRA Web Site 
• Draft DG Letter 
• ESV Draft Proceedings 
• Next Meeting 

Welcome: 

Mr. Owings called the meeting to order at 2pm. 
He thanked Canada for hosting the ESV -16 and 
credited them with a great conference. All 
attendees introduced themselves. 

Last Meeting Minutes: 

Mr. Hinch reviewed the minutes for the May 98 
meeting with the committee. We reviewed the 
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written comments from Messrs. Médevielle and 
Lomonaco. Each provided rationale for their 
comment. It was agreed to add their comment 
to the minutes. 

Additionally, Mr. Friedel requested that we add 
a sentence to reflect the committee’s agreement 
at the May 98 meeting that NHTSA send a letter 
to ISO introducing the new IHRA Side Impact 
Working Group (WG). The committee agreed 
to add this change to the May minutes. 

Side Impact: 

Mr. Owings opened the side impact (SI) 
discussion with a short review of the subject. 
Mr. McLucas presented the SI-WG status 
report (Attachment 1). He pointed out that the 
SI-WG was seeking confirmation or guidance 
from the steering committee for their side impact 
research program. (See SI-WG status report, 
pg.3) 

Several of the Steering Committee’s members 
provided inputs during a lively discussion. Mr. 
Médevielle thought the steering committee did 
not provide a clear mandate for the SI-WG at 
the May 98 meeting. Mr. Jonah agreed that the 
SI-WG needed a clear mandate and possibly the 
steering committee should provide one. He also 
thought improving the EUROSID1 should be 
performed by the Biomechanics (BIO) WG. 
Additionally, Mr. Jonah indicated Canada would 
like to use the IHRA SI-WG research to support 
a new regulation for their country. 

On a side point, Mr. Lomonaco indicated the SI­
WG should also be looking at the interaction of 
the child with side impact crashworthiness safety 
devices. Mr. Lomonaco indicated that the 
smaller cars in Europe could have more 

problems with affording side impact protection to 
its occupants, especially those equipped with 
side impact air bags. He also pointed out that 
work on functional equivalence was outside the 
activities of the IHRA SI-WG (ref. May 98 
minutes - page 2-column-1). 

Mr. Owings indicated the United States recently 
completed a series of reviews with automobile 
manufactures discussing side impact air bags and 
their interaction with out of position children. 

Mr. Owings reviewed the requests made by the 
steering committee to the BIO-WG. Generally, 
the BIO-WG was asked to quantify the current 
state of side impact dummies, impact injuries 
associated with side impact, analysis of human 
injuries, and review of all biofidelity tests and 
crash test results. Mr. Owings reminded the 
steering committee that BIO-WG was not 
supposed to work on improving the side impact 
dummies as part of their work assignment from 
the steering committee. Mr. Fridel indicated that 
EUROSID1 was discussed at a recent (about 
one month prior) EEVC meeting, and they were 
writing a letter to NHTSA asking NHTSA about 
problems they had uncovered with EUROSID1. 

Mr. Owings said the EEVC letter would require 
a response from NHTSA, not the IHRA steering 
committee. He reiterated his belief of what 
IHRA should focus on the following: IHRA 
should provide science to support policy, not set 
policy. 

Mr. Jonah expressed his hope that these efforts 
would be used to support harmonized standards 
for the world. On this same point, Mr. Owings 
indicated he felt that Harmonization of research -
that is agreeing on the underlying science, will 
remove most of the obstacles for harmonized 
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standards. 

After a few additional comments, Mr. Owings 
asked the steering committee to summarize the 
side impact discussion. Mr. Friedel asked that 
we develop a proposal to direct the research. 

Mr. McLucas agreed to take the lead on 
developing the steering committee’s guidance to 
the SI-WG. Generally, the steering committee 
asked: 1) drop the use of “functional 
equivalence” from any guidance and replace with 
a performance related phrase, 2) include Japan 
when conducting tests, not just the trans-Atlantic 
nations, and 3) include child protection for side 
impact. 

Status Reports: 

Status reports were given by the steering 
committee members from the various countries 
who have the lead in each working group, as 
follows: 

Mr. Lomonico 
Advanced Frontal 

(Attachment 2) 
Mr. O’Riley 

Compatibility 
(Attachment 3) 

Mr. Jonah 
ITS 

(Attachment 4) 
Mr. Mizuno 

Pedestrian 
(Attachment 5) 

Due to a shortage in time, the Biomechanics 
Working Group report was not discussed, It is 
included as Attachment 6. 

OICA Letter: 

The September 15, 1998 letter from Mr. Y. van 
der Straaten, OICA, was distributed. It was 
pointed out that OICA did not provide a 
member for the ITS-WG to represent the 
Asia/Pacific area. Mr. Mizuno agreed to look 
into this omission. 

IHRA Web Site: 

Mr. Hinch reported on a survey he had taken of 
WG’s needs for a web site. The steering 
committee was in favor of the proposal. 
NHTSA will take the lead on this effort, which 
includes the following: 

1) The Website would use the following address: 
http://www-IHRA.NHTSA.dot.gov 

This address is not active at this date. 

2) The site would include a main page and 6 
working group linked pages. 

3) The main page would include information on 
the IHRA, including introduction of the members 
of the IHRA steering committee and approved 
meeting minutes. 

4) The working group pages will contain 2 areas; 
a) public area 
b) private area 

Each public area would contain public 
information, including approved meeting minutes. 
Each private area would include draft documents 
for sharing among WG members. 

5) All documents which are to be placed on the 
web site shall be submitted to NHTSA in a .pdf 
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format. This format is generated with the Adobe 
Acrobat program. Information on this program 
can be found on the web at www.adobe.com 

6) Files can be transferred to NHTSA using 
postal mail, e-mail, or using a FTP (file transfer 
protocol) system. 

7) The system should be operational in 4 months, 
or March 1999. 

DG Letters: 

There were several comments regarding the draft 
DG letter. The following changes were 
suggested: 

1) Add DGIII, Industry, to the list of 
Directorates 

2) pg. 1, paragraph1; sentence 1 - Change 
“shrinking” to “limited” 

3) pg. 1, paragraph 2; sentence 3 - delete 
sentence “Mrs. Viola ..... committee.” and 
replace with “The IHRA steering committee 
consists of representatives from the European 
Community, United States of America, Japan, 
Canada, and Australia (see member list for 
complete listing of representatives).” 

4) pg.2, paragraph 2, sentence 2 - delete “initial” 
from sentence. 

5) pg.2, paragraph 3 (list), line 2 - delete “EV” 
from name . The new name will be 
“Italy/EEVC” 

6) pg.2, paragraph 3 (list), line 4 - delete “EU” 
from name. The new name will be “United 
Kingdom/EEVC” 

7) pg. 2, paragraph 3 (list), new line - add a sixth 
line as follows: 

“Side impact Australia created 1998" 

8) pg.2, paragraph 4, sentence 1 - change the 
sentence “Along with the above....United States 
and Australia.” to end as follows: “....which was 
completed by the United States and Australia.” 

9) pg.2, paragraph 4, sentence 2 - delete 
sentence “At the 16th ESV ..... Australia taking 
the lead.” 

10) pg.2, paragraph 4, sentence 4 - change the 
end of sentence “ The work under .... of the first 
meeting.” To read “.....of the first meeting (May 
1996).” 

11) pg. 2, paragraph 5, sentence 4 - change “ 
directorates.” to “Directorates.” 

12) pg. 2, paragraph 5, sentence 4 - change 
“EEVC” to “European Enhanced Safety of 
Vehicle Committee” 

13) pg.3, line 3 and 4 - delete “Associate 
Administrator for Research and Development” 
and “NHTSA” 

The United States will make these corrections 
and fax an edited version to the steering 
committee members for approval. 

ESV Draft Proceedings 

Mr. Owings passed out a 2-volume set of 
binders (one for each member) for the 
proceedings of the ESV-16. These proceedings 
were in draft form. 
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New Business 

1) Mr. Owings passed out a SAE paper Mr. 
Kanianthra authored on the subject of IHRA. 
Mr. Kanianthra received a “Best Paper” award 
from SAE for this paper. 

2) Mr. Ferravante, DG III of the European 
Commission, asked that the EC status on the 
IHRA Steering Committee be changed to 
“Information Only.” 

3) The IHRA Steering Committee member list 
has been updated based on new members, 
address changes, and phone number changes. It 
is attached to this report (Attachment 7). 

Next Meeting 

It was agreed to continue holding IHRA steering

committee meetings in conjunction with the WP

29 meetings. It was further agreed, that for the

next few meetings, the IHRA steering committee

should meet every other WP 29 meeting. Since

WP 29 meets every 4 months, the IHRA steering

committee would meet every 8 months, with the

next meeting being Thursday, June 24, 2 p.m. to

6 p.m. at the US Mission. The IHRA Secretariat

should coordinate this with the WP 29. The

meeting was adjourned at 6:10 pm.


Prepared by: John Hinch, IHRA Secretariat

Date: Nov 30, 1998

End of Report


Attachments:


1 - Side impact progress report

2 - Advanced offset frontal crash protection

progress

3 - Compatibility progress report


4 - ITS progress report

5 - Pedestrian progress report

6 - Biomechanics progress report

7 - Revised IHRA steering committee member

list
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